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INTERNATIONAL PROVERB 
SCHOLARSHIP: AN UPDATED 
BIBLIOGRAPHY

For Kathrin Steyer

Another year has passed and it is with much pleasure and excite-
ment that I offer yet another annual bibliography of international 
proverb scholarship to the worldwide community of paremiolo-
gists, phraseologists, and scholars from a multitude of other dis-
ciplines. Once again it is utterly amazing to see what has been 
published on proverbial matters during this year. Hardly a day 
goes by that I do not find yet another fascinating publication. As 
has been the case in a number of years now, I have received in-
credible help from my dear friend Pete Unseth at Dallas, Texas. 
Together we make a good team, and I am so very thankful for his 
untiring assistance.

As always, I have obtained copies of every publication for 
my International Proverb Archive here at the University of Ver-
mont. By now the library holds about ten thousand books and 
thousands of copied articles. Quite a few colleagues and students 
have come to Burlington, Vermont, to work in the archive, and it 
is always a pleasure to welcome them from distant places. Some 
have stayed an entire year, while others have visited but for a 
few months or just a week or two. In any case, I have assembled 
these rich materials in over five decades to serve the internation-
al community of proverb scholars and others. Please do continue 
sending me your publications as attachments that I can then print 
out. Even better, please send me hard copies of them and certain-
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ly also copies of your newest books. I will be glad to reimburse 
you for them as well as the expensive postage. 

From among the valuable essay volumes that have appeared 
more recently I might mention Saša Babič, Nataša Jakop, and 
Rok Mrvič (eds.), Paremiologija med tradicijo in sodobnostjo 
/ Paremiology Between Tradition and Innovation (Ljubljana: 
Založba ZRC, 2024); Sadia Belkhir (ed.), Proverbs within Cog-
nitive Linguistics. State of the Art (Amsterdam: John Benjamins, 
2024); Anna Gondek, Alina Jurasz, Marcelina Kałasznik, Joanna 
Szczęk, and Krystian Suchorab (eds.), Interkulturelles und In-
terdisziplinäres in der Phraseologie und Parömiologie. 2 vols. 
(Hamburg: Dr. Kovač, 2024); Aderemi Raji-Oyelade (ed.), Post-
proverbials at Work. The Context of Radical Proverb-Making 
in Nigerian Languages (Osijek, Croatia: University of Osijek, 
2024); and Damien Villers (ed.). The Birth and Propagation 
of Phraseological Units / Naissance et propagation des unites 
phraséologiques. Lexis – Journal in English Lexiccology, 24th 
issue, 2024. http://journals.openedition.org/lexis. They con-
tain numerous exciting articles by different authors that are, of 
course, also listed individually in this bibliography. But let me 
also at least mention a few of the truly superb monographs that 
are listed here: Richard L. Harris, Wisdom of the North. Prover-
bial Allusion and Patterning in the Icelandic Saga (Ithaca, New 
York. Cornell University Press, 2023); Emanuele Lelli, A Histo-
ry of the Proverb in Greece and Rome (Palio Faliro: ETP Books, 
2023); Raymond Summerville, Proverb Masters. Shaping the 
Civil Rights Movement (Jackson, Mississippi: University Press 
of Mississippi, 2024); Grzegorz Szpila, Od przysłowia głowa nie 
boli. Zagadnienia współczesnej paremiologii polskiej (Kraków: 
Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Jagiellońskiego, 2024); and Luis 
J. Tosina Fernández, Paremiology in the Digital Era. Survival, 
Adaptability, and Prospects for Proverb Scholarship in the 21st 
Century (Granada: Editorial Comares, 2024). What an incredibly 
rich paremiological harvest from around the world!

As has been my custom, I would like to dedicate this bibli-
ography once again to a special friend of the international com-
munity of paremiologists and phraseologists. It is then with great 
pleasure and joy that I dedicate this year’s bibliography to my 
long-time friend Kathrin Steyer (Mannheim, Germany) who has 
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made invaluable contributions to the study of proverbs and who 
has been an engaged leader in the European Society of Phrase-
ology. Her commitment, dedication, and service have been ex-
emplary and a model for us all. Among her many publications it 
is especially her book Sprichwörter multilingual. Theoretische, 
empirische und angewandte Aspekte der modernen Parömiolo-
gie (Tübingen: Narr Verlag, 2012) that to this day continues to be 
an influential publication for the multifaceted aspects of modern 
paremiology.
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