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INTERNATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY
OF NEW AND REPRINTED PROVERB
COLLECTIONS

For Rainer Metzner

It is with much excitement that I present this annual bibliography
of old, reprinted, and new proverb collections. The number of 26
items is, of course, not very impressive, but there are reasons for
it. Two of them are that the expense of buying book collections
from abroad is prohibitive, with the postage adding yet another
major expense to it. But there is also the problem that packages
can not be sent to the United States from some countries. For ex-
ample, I published a book in Vienna, Austria, a few months ago.
The publisher sent me two copies with a special currier, but to
this day I am waiting for a larger package with additional copies.

But this small bibliography contains several treasures just
the same. My friend Christian Grandl drew my attention to Ge-
org Mayr’s sixteenth-century collection Etliche hundert schoner
/ lustiger / vnd gemainer Teiitschen Spriichworter / von allerlay
guten Tugenten / Und von vermeydung manicherlay bosen Las-
tern / welliche vormalen nicht in Truck aufs gangen / mdnigklich
sehr nutzlich zu lesen seind (Augspurg: Philipp Ulhart, 1567). 1
actually have a photocopy of it but had never registered it in one
of my bibliographies. But I also want to mention that my friend
Fionnuala Carson Williams from Belfast sent me three Irish col-
lections that I would most likely not have come across by myself.
And then there is once again an invaluable Christmas present
from my American brother George Schumm. Just imagine my
surprise and joy when I opened the beautifully wrapped copy of
the third edition of John Ray’s 4 Compleat Collection of English
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Proverbs; Also The most Celebrated Proverbs of the Scotch, Ital-
ian, French, Spanish, and other Languages (London: J. Hughs,
1737). Those are the joys of an octogenarian paremiographer!

I should also single out an amazing but somewhat hidden col-
lection of Russian anti-proverbs dealing with the COVID-pan-
demic assembled by my two special friends Harry Walter and
Valerii M. Mokienko, “Slovar’ russkikh kovidnykh antiposlo-
vits-karantinok.” Slovar 'russkogo iazyka koronavirusnoi epokhi.
Polnia versiia. Ed. M.N. Priemysheva. 2 vols. (Sankt-Peterburg:
Institut Lingvisticheskikh Issledovanii RAN, 2025) 2, 1231-
1287. There are smaller studies of anti-proverbs dealing with
this tragic time, and together they show that paremiography and
paremiology do address issues of the modern time.

As always I thank my friend Peter Unseth from the Graduate
Institute of Applied Linguistics at Dallas, Texas, for sending me
the information of some of the collections listed here. This also
reminds me to encourage you to send me new collections for
which I am more than happy to reimburse you. Please remember
that I only list items in my annual bibliographies for which I
have obtained copies to integrate into my International Proverb
Library. Finally, as has become a tradition, I would like to dedi-
cate this bibliography to a dear friend, this time Rainer Metzner,
who has published a number of German collections of Biblical
proverbs and proverbial expressions of which the newest volume
is listed in this bibliography.
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Hate”. The Dictionary of Modern Proverbs (4 Supplement).
Burlington, Vermont: The University of Vermont, 2025. 192
pp-
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414 WOLFGANG MIEDER

23. Vali, Al di. Wise Irish Words. Proverbs & Sayings. Kilcoole,
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lag, 2024. 127 pp. With illustrations.
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