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In memory of Elena Arsenteva

The study of paremiology and phraseology connects scholars 
throughout the world by way of their publications and interna-
tional conferences. Having benefited from each other’s books 
and articles over the years, Elena Arsenteva (1956-2022) from 
the Kazan Federal University and I (1944) from the University 
of Vermont finally met at the meeting of the European Society 
of Phraseology in June 2002 at Loccum, Germany. We also saw 
each other at two subsequent gatherings of that society in August 
2004 at Basel and in 2010 at Granada. Another memorable meet-
ing took place at the International Colloquium on Paremiology in 
July 2011 at Paris. But Elena had also received a grant that made 
it possible for her to come to Burlington, Vermont, to work in my 
International Proverb Archive for four weeks in May of 2010. 
As we remarked during those occasions, there is so much more 
to scholarly work than to give lectures and publish our research 
results. Conferences give us the opportunity to meet colleagues, 
exchange ideas, and build friendships that last years or decades. 
This was certainly the case for Elena and me who became fast 
friends and maintained our sincere friendship even though thou-
sands of miles separate Tatarstan and the United States. Over 
the years I have registered her many publications in my annual 
bibliographies in Proverbium. Her last major edited book The 
Discoursal Use of Phraseological Units (Newcastle upon Tyne: 
Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2021) appeared just months be-
fore her sudden death at a relatively young age.  Her scholarly 
work will live on and so will Elena in our minds and hearts.
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