
   

 
 
 

  

      
  

    
 

          
    

          
          

       
       
     

          
        

       
     

        
       

         
          

         
    
          

        
       

      
          

         
           

       
        

         
     

        

WOLFGANG MIEDER 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY OF NEW AND 
REPRINTED PROVERB COLLECTIONS 

For Xesús Ferro Ruibal 

It is with much excitement that I can report that 83 paremio-
graphical publications could be added to my International Prov-
erb Archives at the University of Vermont during this past year.
As usual, these collections vary widely in length and scope. 
Some of them are small regional collections, and yet, they are 
often of great value, to wit several African collections of 100 
proverbs collected by way of field research from languages that
are spoken by only small numbers of people. It remains my hope 
that all of the African proverb collections will one day be 
brought under one paremiographical roof by way of an electronic
database, enabling scholars to look at the rich tradition of Afri-
can proverbs from a comparative point of view. We know much 
about the proverbs that are commonly known throughout Europe 
or Asia, but what are the common proverbs that have been dis-
seminated over large areas of Africa? It would indeed be a 
worthwhile and welcome project to work on a comprehensive 
database of major African proverbs.

One of the major accomplishments this year is without doubt
the 18th edition of John Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations. A Collec-
tion of Passages, Phrases, and Proverbs Traced to Their Sources
in Ancient and Modern Literature, ed. by Geoffrey O’Brien 
(Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 2012). The 1st edition of 
this massive reference work appeared in 1855, and this new edi-
tion can serve as a model for other such books in various lan-
guages. Many such volumes are outdated, and it is high time to 
update them with modern quotations, proverbs, slogans, mottoes,
etc. This leads me to the announcement that The Dictionary of 
Modern Proverbs, ed. by Charles Clay Doyle, Wolfgang Mieder, 
and Fred R. Shapiro (New Haven, Connecticut: Yale University 
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Press, 2012) has now been published, and this volume could also 
serve as a model for collections of truly new proverbs from other
languages. Let me also mention that the first volume of the 
Handbuch der Sentenzen und Sprichwörter im höfischen Roman 
des 12. und 13. Jahrhunderts, ed. by Manfed Eikelmann and 
Tomas Tomasek (Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, 2012) has now been
published. The second volume had, somewhat peculiarly, already 
appeared in 2009, but the two massive volumes together are a 
major accomplishment regarding the proverbial language of me-
dieval epics.

Obviously I could single out other collections, but space 
does not allow further comments. Suffice it to mention one more 
voluminous collection, namely Pedro Benavente Jareño and 
Xesús Ferro Ruibal’s O libro da vaca. Monografía etnolingüisti-
ca do gando vacún (Santiago de Compostela: Xunta de Galicia,
2010) with its 1637 large pages! I do wish to thank Xesús Ferro 
Ruibal for having sent me proverb collections from Galicia over
the years, and I am also most happy for the exchange that we 
have set up between his Cadernos de Fraseoloxía Galega and 
my Proverbium. It is then with sincere appreciation, respect and
admiration that I dedicate this year’s “International Bibliography
of New and Reprinted Proverb Collections” to my Galician 
friend Xesús Ferro Ruibal. 

1. Anonymous. Instant Genius. Smart Mouths. The Best Quo-
tations Ever Collected. Ashland, Oregon: Knowledge 
Commons, 2009. 384 pp. 

2. Balakova, Dana, Harry Walter, and Valerii M. Mokienko. 
Lepta bibleiskoi mydrosti. Kratkii russko-slovatsko-nemet-
skii slovar’ krylatykh slov. Greifswald: Ernst-Moritz-Arndt 
Universität, Institut für Fremdsprachliche Philologien – 
Slawistik, 2012. 140 pp. 

3. Bangs, David H., and Anci Axman. Work at Home Wis-
dom. Chicago: Upstart Publishing Company, 1998. 189 pp. 

4. Bartlett, John. Familiar Quotations. A Collection of Pas-
sages, Phrases, and Proverbs Traced to Their Sources in 
Ancient and Modern Literature. Ed. Geoffrey O’Brien. 18th 

ed. Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 2012. 1438 pp. 
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5. Barz, Horst. Bauernregeln [Kalender] 2013. Reichenbach: 
Bild und Heimat Verlag, 2012. 12 calendar postcards. 

6. Bedwell, Randall (ed.). May I Quote You, General For-
rest? Observations and Utterances from the South’s Great 
Generals. Nashville, Tennessee: Cumberland House Pub-
lishing, 1997. 80 pp. 

7. Bedwell, Randall (ed.). May I Quote You, General Cham-
berlain? Observations and Utterances from the North’s 
Great Generals. Nashville, Tennessee: Cumberland House 
Publishing, 1998. 83 pp. 

8. Benavente Jareño, Pedro, and Xesús Ferro Ruibal. Re-
fraineiro galego da vaca. Vigo: Xunta de Galicia, 1995. 
189 pp. 

9. Benavente Jareño, Pedro, and Xesús Ferro Ruibal. O libro 
da vaca. Monografía etnolingüistíca do gando vacún. San-
tiago de Compostela: Xunta de Galicia, 2010. 1637 pp. 

10. Bolander, Donald O. (ed.). Instant Quotation Dictionary. 
Mundelein, Illinois: Career Publishing, 1984. 320 pp. 

11. Borgenicht, David (ed.). Native American Wisdom. Photo-
graphs by Edward S. Curtis. Philadelphia: Running Press, 
1994. 127 pp. (miniature book). 

12. Bräutigam, Kurt, and Walter Sauer. Mach kä Sprisch! 
Mundartliche Redewendungen aus Mannheim, der Kurp-
falz und der Pfalz. Neckarsteinach: Edition Tintenfaß, 2005 
(2nd ed. 2007). 132 pp. 

13. Brenneker, Paul, Jacqueline Bremmers, and Bart Landheer. 
1001 Proverbio na Papiamentu. Papiamentu Proverbs with 
New English Translations. Papiamento spreekwoorden met 
Nederlandse vertaling. Bonaire, Antilles: Bon Bousa, 
2011. 168 pp. With 30 illustrations. 

14. Burckhardt, Johann Ludwig. Arabische Sprüchwörter oder 
die Sitten und Gebräuche der neueren Aegyptier erklärt 
aus den zu Kairo umlaufenden Sprüchwörtern. Weimar: 
Verlag des Landes-Industrie-Comptoirs, 1834; rpt. with an 
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introduction by Wolfgang Mieder. Hildesheim: Georg 
Olms, 2012. 396 pp. (introduction pp. 7*-66*). 

15. Care, Jeffrey (ed.). Sayings of the Eighties. Illustrations by 
Chic Jacob. Chatham, Kent: W.H. Allen, 1989. 160 pp. 

16. Chelo, Angelica, and Benon Chelo. A Collection of 100 
Borona (Kenya) Proverbs. Nairobi, Kenya: Privately Print-
ed, 2012. 29 pp. 

17. Chelo Katabarwa, Calvin, and Angelique Chelo. Wisdom 
from Orma (Kenya) Proverbs. Nairobi, Kenya: Privately 
Printed, 2012. 33 pp. 

18. Churlet, Alain. A Collection of English Popular Proverbs 
and Proverbial Phrases. Together with Equivalents in the 
French Literature and Paremiology or a Translation into 
French. 4 volumes. Weyersheim, France: alain.churlet@ 
wanadoo.fr., 2012. 2047 pp. 

19. Conover, Jennifer Rahel. Toasts for Every Occasion. New 
York: New American Library, 2001. 287 pp. 

20. Ćoralić, Zrinka, and Senija Midžić. Bosanski frazeološki 
rječnik. Bihać: Pedagoški fakultet, Univerzitet u Bihaću, 
2012. 156 pp. 

21. Decker, Thomas. Dictionnaire des citations. Maximes, dic-
tons et proverbes français. Paris: Éditions Moréna, 1997. 
432 pp. 

22. Dominguez Rial, Evaristo. “Fraseoloxía e paremioloxía de 
Bergantiños (Cabana de Bergantiños, Carballo, e Coristan-
co).” Cadernos de Fraseoloxía Galega, 13 (2011), 301-
404. 

23. Doyle, Charles Clay, Wolfgang Mieder, and Fred R. Sha-
piro. The Dictionary of Modern Proverbs. New Haven, 
Connecticut: Yale University Press, 2012. 312 pp. 

24. Eikelmann, Manfred, and Tomas Tomasek (eds.). Hand-
buch der Sentenzen und Sprichwörter im höfischen Roman 
des 12. und 13. Jahrhunderts. Vol. 1: Einleitung und Artus-
romane bis 1230. Eds. Manfred Eikelmann and Silvia 
Reuvekamp. Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, 2012. I, 625 pp. 

https://wanadoo.fr
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25. Eisen, Armand. What Women Say About Men. Witty Ob-
servations on the Male of the Species. Kansas City, Mis-
souri: Ariel Books, 1993. 79 pp. (miniature book). 

26. Essig, Rolf-Bernhard. Holy Shit! Alles übers Fluchen und 
Schimpfen. Illustrations by Papan. Berlin: Rütten & Loe-
ning, 2012. 208 pp. 

27. Ferro Ruibal, Xesús. Refraineiro Galego Básico. Vigo: 
Galaxia, 1995. 612 pp. 

28. Fielding, Thomas (pseud. John Wade). Select Proverbs of 
all Nations: Illustrated with Notes and Comments. To 
which is Added a Summary of Ancient Pastimes, Holidays, 
and Customs with an Analysis of the Wisdom of the An-
cients, and of the Fathers of the Church. London: G. Ber-
ger, 1834. 216 pp. 

29. Fixler, Alvin. Sophisticated Proverbial Commentary. 
Montgomery, Alabama: E-Book Time, 2012. 212 pp. With 
numerous illustrations. 

30. Green, Lee (ed.). Sportswit. New York: Harper & Row, 
1984. 270 pp. 

31. Gulland, Daphne M., and David Hinds-Howell. The Pen-
guin Dictionary of English Idioms. 2nd ed. London: Pen-
guin Books, 1994 (1st ed. 1986). 305 pp. 

32. Hasheela, Paavo. Omishe di dule eyovi. More than a Thou-
sand Proverbs in Oshikwanyama [Namibia] with Literal 
Translations. Windhoek, Namibia: Gamsberg Macmillan, 
1993. 105 pp. 

33. Hill, Norbert S. Words of Power. Voices from Indian Amer-
ica. Golden, Colorado: Fulcrum Publishing, 1994. 56 pp. 

34. Johnson, Clifton. “The Weather.” In C. Johnson. What 
They Say in New England and Other American Folklore. 
Ed. by Carl Withers. New York: Columbia University 
Press, 1963. 9-18. 

35. Kaplan, Rob. Science Says. A Collection of Quotations on 
the History, Meaning, and Practice of Science. New York: 
Stonesong Press, 2001. 254 pp. 
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36. Kickasola, Dorothy Buckland. Proverbs and Sayings from 
the Southern Appalachian Mountains. Raleigh, North 
Carolina: Lulu Self Publishing, 2008. 98 pp. 

37. Knight, George W. (ed.). “Church Bulletin Bits”, Volume 
2. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker House Books, 1980. 128 
pp. 

38. Kuchler, Bonnie Louise. That’s Life. “Wild” Wit & Wis-
dom. Minocqua, Wisconsin: Willow Creek Press, 2003. 
107 pp. With many animal photographs. 

39. LaFleur, Amanda (ed.). Tonnerre mes chiens! A Glossary 
of Louisiana French Figures of Speech. Ville Platte: Re-
nouveau Publishing, 1999. 202 pp. 

40. Lechheb, Abdelkrim. Proverbes Marocains. Traduction et 
Commentaire. München: Lincom Europa, 2011. 203 pp. 

41. Lieb, Ludger, Jan Mohr, and Herfried Vögel. “Phraseolo-
gismen (Sprichwörter, Redensarten u. Ä.) [in Burkard Wal-
dis].” Burkard Waldis. Esopus. 400 Fabeln und Erzählung-
en nach der Erstausgabe von 1548. Eds. L. Lieb, J. Mohr, 
and H. Vögel. Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, 2011. II, 399-
418. 

42. Lieberman, Melissa, and Erin Slonaker (eds). Girlfriends. 
Bristol, Pennsylvania: Lawrence Teacher Books, 2005. 116 
pp. With illustrations. (miniature book). 

43. Löw, Maria Therese, and Sylvia Welker. Die Weisheit mit 
Löffeln essen. Redewendungen wörtlich verstanden. Illus-
trations by M.T. Löw. Horitschon: Vindobona-Verlag, 
2012. 203 pp. 

44. Lyazidi, Rachid. Animal Proverbs and Quotes Kingdom. 
Domestic Animals. Parker, Colorado: Outskirts Press, 
2012. 501 pp. 

45. MacHale, Des. Wit. London: Prion, 1996. 316 pp. 

46. Malan, Solomon Caesar. Original Notes on the “Book of 
Proverbs”, According to the Authorized Version. London: 
Williams and Norgate, 1889 and 1892. I, 489 pp.; II, 726 
pp. (I do not have the third volume.) 
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47. Mbonivalentin, Sikitoka, and Teresia Mboni. Wisdom from 
Bavira (Congo) Proverbs. Nairobi, Kenya: Privately Print-
ed, 2012. 39 pp. 

48. Mbonivalentin, Sikitoka, and Teresia Mboni. Wisdom from 
Fuliru (Congo) Proverbs. Nairobi, Kenya: Privately Print-
ed, 2012. 37 pp. 

49. Mbonivalentin, Sikitoka, and Teresia Mboni. Wisdom from 
Hunde (Congo) Proverbs. Nairobi, Kenya: Privately Print-
ed, 2012. 37 pp. 

50. McMahon, Sean (ed.). A Little Book of Celtic Wisdom. Il-
lustrations by John Berkeley. Belfast: Appletree Press, 
1995. 60 pp. 

51. Nerburn, Kent (ed.). The Wisdom of the Native Americans. 
Novato, California: New World Library, 1999. 217 pp. 

52. Oker, Eugen, Parodi. Ein literarisches Kartenspiel. Hil-
desheim: Georg Olms, 2012. 

53. Otashevic, Dorde. Rechnik srpskikh antiposlovitsa. Beo-
grad: Alma, 2011. 359 pp. 

54. Oxossie, Mãe Stella de. Provérbios / Òwe. Salvador-Bahia: 
Fundo de Cultura da Bahia, 2012. 200 pp. (miniature 
book). 

55. Pentz, Croft M. Zingers. Over 5000 Perfect One-Liners. 
Carol Stream, Illinois: Tyndale House Publishers, 1990. 
374 pp. 

56. Pessoa, Fernando. Provérbios portugueses [1913-1914]. 
Eds. Jerónimo Pizarro and Patricio Ferrari. Lisboa: Babel, 
2010. 149 pp. With 12 illustrations. 

57. Pine, Joslyn (ed.). Presidential Wit & Wisdom. Memorable 
Quotes from George Washington to Barack Obama. Mine-
ola, New York: Dover Publications, 2009. 341 pp. 

58. Queiroz, Vladimir. ABC dito e outros ditos mais (A sa-
bedoria na boca do povo). Salvador-Bahia: Terracota, 
2012. 346 pp. With illustrations. 
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59. Rabuco, Amorita C. “Hiligaynon Folk Utterances: Interjec-
tions and Proverbs.” Augustinian Journal, 12 (2009), 73-
121. 

60. Radford, Edwin, and Alan Smith. To Coin a Phrase. A Dic-
tionary of Origins. London: Macmillan, 1981. 281 pp. 

61. Reznikov, Andrey. Russian Anti-Proverbs of the 21st Cen-
tury. A Sociolinguistic Dictionary. Burlington, Vermont: 
The University of Vermont, 2012. 351 pp. 

62. Rice, William (ed.). Moral and Religious Quotations for 
the Poets, Topically Arranged: Comprising Choice Selec-
tions from Six Hundred Authors. New York: Carlton & 
Porter, 1863. 338 pp. 

63. Rytz, O. (ed.). Gonja Proverbs. Collected by C.S. Kponk-
pogori and C.J. Natomah. Legon, Ghana: Institute of Afri-
can Studies, University of Ghana, 1966. 64 pp. 

64. Schmidt, Walter, Dicker Hals und kalte Füße. Was Reden-
sarten über Körper und Seele verraten. Gütersloh: Güters-
loher Verlagshaus, 2011. 

65. Seidel, August. “Arabische Sprichwörter aus Egypten.” 
Zeitschrift für afrikanische und oceanische Sprachen, 3 
(1897), 338-343. 

66. Seidel, Wolfgang. Wie kam der Sturm ins Wasserglas? Zi-
tate, die zu Redewendungen wurden. München: Deutscher 
Taschenbuch Verlag, 2011. 266 pp. 

67. Seidl, Helmut A. “Den Kopf halt kühl, die Füße warm!” 
Sprichwörtliche Gesundheitstipps und was dahinter steckt. 
Darmstadt: Lambert Schneider, 2012. 175 pp. With illus-
trations. 

68. Seidl, Helmut A. Nürnberger Tand geht durchs ganze 
Land. Sprichwörtliche Porträts fränkischer Orte. Regens-
burg: Friedrich Pustet, 2012. 216 pp. With illustrations. 

69. Soares, Rui J. B. Provérbios Eurpoeus. European Prov-
erbs. Europäische Sprichwörter. With a postscript by 
Wolfgang Mieder. Tavira, Portugal: Tipografia Tavirense, 
2012. 103 pp. 
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70. Sovey, Melissa. It’s a Girl Thing. Random Thoughts on 
Surviving Womanhood. Minocqua, Wisconsin: Willow 
Creek Press, 2010. 92 pp. 

71. Spears, Richard A. NTC’s Dictionary of American Slang 
and Colloquial Expressions. 3rd ed. Lincolnwood, Illinois: 
NTC Publishing Group, 2000. 560 pp. 

72. Storm, Theodor. Anekdoten, Märchen, Sagen, Sprichwörter 
und Reime aus Schleswig-Holstein. Texte, Entstehungsges-
chichte, Quellen. Ed. Gerd Eversberg. Heide: Boyens, 
2005. (“Sprichwörter und Reime”, pp. 125-145 and pp. 
360-393). 

73. Tibballs, Geoff (ed.). The Mammoth Book of Humor. Over 
6,000 Shaggy Dog Stories, Limericks, Puns, Put-downs, 
Toasts, Insults, and Jokes for All Occasions. New York: 
Carroll & Graf, 2000. 614 pp. 

74. Tibballs, Geoff (ed.). The Mammoth Book of Zingers, 
Quips and One-Liners. Over 8,000 Gems of Wit and Wis-
dom, One-Liners and Wisecracks. New York: Carroll & 
Graf, 2004. 596 pp. 

75. Tomlinson, Gerald. Speaker’s Treasury of Political Stories, 
Anecdotes, and Humor. New York: MJF Books, 1990. 349 
pp. 

76. Treis, Yvonne (ed.). Kambaatissata: Yanna – Maauta – 
Heessa [The Kambaata (Ethiopia) Language: Proverbs – 
Tales – Legends]. Victoria, Australia: La Trobe University, 
2008. 30 pp. 

77. Walter, Harry. Deutsch-russische Sprichwörter. Histor-
isch-etymologisches Wörterbuch mit europäischen Paral-
lelen. Greifswald: Institut für Slawistik, Ernst-Moritz-
Arndt Universität, 2012. 284 pp. With illustrations. 

78. Wander, Karl Friedrich Wilhelm. Der Sprichwörtergarten. 
Oder: kurze und fassliche Erklärung von 500 Sprichwör-
tern. Breslau: Ignaz Kohn, 1838. 300 pp. 
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79. Warren, Roz (ed.). Women’s Lip. Outrageous, Irreverent 
and Just Plain Hilarious Quotes. Naperville, Illinois: Hys-
teria Publications, 1998. 131 pp. 

80. Weidinger, Birgit (ed.). Warum gesengte Säue rasen und 
der Strohsack heilig ist. Sprichwörter, Redensarten – und 
was dahinter steckt. München: Süddeutsche Zeitung, 2012. 
173 pp. 

81. Wille, Wilhelm. Die Sittenlehre, in Denksprüchen der 
Deutschen. Ein Versuch. Cassel und Göttingen: no pub-
lisher given, 1781. 232 pp. 

82. Wilser, Jeff. The Maxims of Manhood. 100 Rules Every 
Real Man Must Live By. Avon, Massachusetts: Adams Me-
dia, 2009. 224 pp. With illustrations. 

83. Wu, S.M. (ed.). The Quotable Ben Franklin. New York: 
Barnes & Noble, 1995. 76 pp. 

Wolfgang Mieder
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University of Vermont
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USA 
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